
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 94-087
NPDES NO. CAG912003

GENERAL WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR:

Discharge or Reuse of Extracted and Treated Groundwater Resulling From the Cleanup of Groundwater
Polluted by Volatile Organic Compounds

The Camornia Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region, (hereinafter the Board) finds
that:

1. This National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) general permit regulates discharge, or reuse
in conjunction with discharge, of extracted and treated groundwater resuiling from the cleanup of
groundwater polluted by volatile organic compounds. All dischargers eligible for this general permit must
submit a Notice of Intent (NOI) described in Provision E.1. and appropriate annual fee to obtain coverage.
Wril1en authorization to initiate the discharge will be issued by the Executive Officer.

2. States may request authority to issue NPDES general permits pursuant to 40 Code of Federal Regulations
(CFR) 122.28. On June 8, 1989, the State Water Resources Control Board (hereinafter the State Board)
submil1ed an application to the United States Environmental Protection Agency (hereinafter US EPA)
requesting revisions to its NPDES program in accordance with 40 CFR 122.28, 123.62, and 403.10. The
application included a request to add general permit authority to its approved NPDES program. On
September 22, 1989, the US EPA Region IX approved the State Board's request and granted authorization
for the State to issue NPDES general permits.

3. US EPA regulations provide forthe issuance ofgeneral permits to regUlate discharges ofwaste which resuil
from similar operations, are the same types of waste, require the same effluent limitations, require similar
monitoring, and are more appropriately requlated under a general permit rather than individual permits (40
CFR 122.28).

4. Discharges of extracted and treated groundwater to surface waters of the San Francisco Bay Region
(except direct diSCharges to the Pacific Ocean) from groundwater cleanup projects meet the requirements
of 40 CFR 122.28 for issuance of a general permit, given that such discharges:

a) resuil from similar operations (all involve extraction, treatment, and discharge of groundwater),

b) are the same types of waste (all are groundwater containing volatile organic compounds [VOCsj due
to leaks and spills from industries which utilize VOCs in manufacturing),

c) require similar effluent limitations forthe protection ofthe beneficial uses of surface waters in the San
Francisco Bay Region (this general permit does not cover direct discharges to the Pacnic Ocean),

d) require similar monitoring, and

e) are more appropriately regUlated under a general permit rather than individual permits.

Therefore, this Order establishes a general permit regulating extracted and treated groundwater discharges
























































